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Advisory Panel on Australia’s Resettlement of Afghan Nationals 
 
The Australian Government today announced the formation of the Advisory Panel on 
Australia’s Resettlement of Afghan Nationals, to be co-chaired by humanitarian settlement 
expert Paris Aristotle AO and Commonwealth Coordinator-General Migrant Services Alison 
Larkins. 
 
Minister for Immigration, Citizenship, Migrant Services and Multicultural Affairs, Alex Hawke 
MP, said the advisory panel will play a critical role in supporting Afghan evacuees as they 
settle into Australian life. 
 
“The Advisory Panel is a group of highly regarded Australian-Afghan community leaders and 
refugee and settlement experts, chosen for their commitment and expertise in refugee and 
integration issues,” Minister Hawke said.  
 
“Australia has a proud history of helping those most in need and we are fortunate to have 
such a wealth of knowledge from across Australia to be working with us to ensure our world 
class settlement program is delivering to them the comprehensive support they need to get 
established and settled in Australia as fast as possible.” 
 
“This is an incredibly distressing and challenging time for the evacuees and the Australian-
Afghan community,” he said. 
 
“Our first priority is the mental and physical wellbeing of the evacuees. That’s why the 
Australian Government is working with our service providers and the States and Territories 
to deliver all of the initial settlement and practical support needs that the evacuees have, 
both in quarantine and the weeks and months ahead,” he said. 
 
“In consultation with the Advisory Panel, the Government is also looking at what further 
specialised support might be needed to enhance the settlement process and make sure the 
evacuees start their lives in Australia on the strongest possible footing,” he said.   
 
“Many arrivals from Afghanistan, including women and children have endured experiences of 
torture and trauma and we will be ensuring our support programs have the capacity to 
respond and aid their recovery from these experiences,” he said. 
 



“Alongside our Humanitarian Settlement Program providers, I also want to acknowledge the 
terrific support being provided by cultural and local community organisations and other key 
networks including legal service providers and torture and trauma support services. In 
consultation with the Advisory Panel, I will be considering how best to bolster some of these 
supports,” he said. 
 
“We will also be working closely with communities across Australia that will become home to 
the new entrants. I am very pleased to see an outpouring of support across the Australian 
community for the evacuees and the humanitarian entrants to follow,” Minister Hawke said. 
 
The Advisory Panel includes: 

• Mr Paris Aristotle AO (Chair of the Refugee and Migrant Services Advisory Council 
and CEO of the Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture) 

• Ms Alison Larkins (Commonwealth Coordinator-General Migrant Services). 
• Ms Gula Bezhan (Founder and President of the Afghan Women’s Organisation 

Victoria) 
• Mr Ali Reza Yunespour (Member of the Hazara Community) 
• Ms Shukufa Tahiri (Committee member of the Kateb Hazra Association) 
• Ms Carmel Guerra OAM (Chair of the Multicultural Youth Advocacy Network and 

CEO of the Centre for Multicultural Youth Victoria) 
• Ms Sandra Elhelw Wright (CEO of Settlement Council Australia) 
• Mr Paul Power (CEO of Refugee Council Australia) 
• Mr Hussain Razaiat (President of the Afghan United Association of SA) 
• Ms Madina Mohmood (Youth Representative of the Queensland Afghan Community 

Association) 
• Mr Nazer Nazir (Co-Founder and President of the Afghan Australian Initiative) 
• Professor Christine Phillips AM (Professor at the Australian National University’s 

Medical School and Medical Director of Companion House Medical Service). 
 
The Advisory Panel was formed with the purpose of:  

• planning to support the Government’s commitment to provide an initial 3,000 
humanitarian places in the offshore Humanitarian Program to Afghan nationals  

• ensuring appropriate settlement and integration supports for Afghan new arrivals and 
the communities into which they will settle 

• harnessing the high level of community commitment and interest in welcoming 
newcomers and supporting the successful settlement and integration of this cohort. 

 
The Advisory Panel will operate for an initial 12 months, with the possibility of extension 
should ongoing advice be required. 
 
More information on the Australian Government’s humanitarian resettlement response is 
available on the Department of Home Affairs website, https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-
and-support/afghanistan-update 
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